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MISSION AND FUNCTIONS.

a. Mission.  To achieve successful training of the Latin American armed forces, the School of Americas requires a “modern, state-of –the-art” library operation with a quality collection concentrating upon those studies undertaken within the school.  It also needs relevant and timely information retrieval to support classroom, Long Distance Learning Initiatives, and self-developmental education.  The library’s mission is in direct support of the School of Americas mission as directed by U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) school policy. 
b. Functions. 

(1) Maintains a collection of library materials and resources that provide access to recorded material and information relevant to the present and expected educational and research responsibilities of the School.

(2) Provides reader’s services to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of searching for information, including in-depth reference assistance, interactive on-line database searches, instruction on using the library’s sources and services, preparation of bibliographies and in-depth references and selective routing of publications.

(3) Provides interlibrary loan services to locate and obtain sources outside the library.  Participates in resource sharing and information networking projects.
(4) Evaluates and acquires new publications relevant to the needs of the School; and solicits faculty participation in the collection development program.
(5) Installs and maintains an on-line library catalog and relevant CD-ROM databases for use by patrons.  Automation will be a priority in order to provide the most current, relevant information to students. 
(6) Controls the usability of materials through the most effective means of cataloging and circulation.
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